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THE VESSEL

• Built 1953
• Launched as JEAN LABORDE
• Cargo ship on France / Madagascar route
• LOA 150m
• 2 engines / propellors
• Underwent several name changes:

• MYKINAI - 1970
• ANCONA - 1974
• EASTERN PRINCESS – 1976
• OCEANOS – 1980



THE VARIOUS 

FACES OF THE 

OCEANOS



THE VARIOUS FACES OF THE OCEANOS



THE OWNERS

EPIROTIKI LINE
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THE CHARTER
• 8 month charter June 1991 

by TFC Tours

• TFC entertainers and staff

• Itinerary: 

• Durban / P.E. / Cape Town

• Indian Ocean islands



CAPTAIN YIANNIS AVRANAS



MV OCEANOS: SCHEDULE



OCEANOS SAILING ROUTE
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THE WILD COAST
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THE VOYAGE

THE VOYAGE

Arrived East London Thurs. 01.08.91

Sailed Cape Town Wed. 31.07.91



EASTERN CAPE / WILD COAST: SAILED SAT. 03.08.91

AT 17H00 WITH 581 PASSENGERS AND CREW
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THE VOYAGE
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THE VOYAGE

22h40: ‘SOS SOS SOS DE SZPK SZPK SZPK’
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MRCC

P.E. and DURBAN RADIO

NO SALVAGE TUGS?



MV OCEANOS: LAUNCH DAVITS FOR LIFEBOATS



LIFEBOATS WITH 

FLEMING GEAR



MV OCEANOS: HELICOPTER VIEW



MV OCEANOS: 30 DEGREE LIST



MV OCEANOS: HELICOPTER VIEW AT 05H30, SUNDAY MORNING



MV OCEANOS: DIVER PLACED ON SHIP



WORKING CONDITIONS FOR SAAF AND NAVY



WORKING CONDITIONS FOR SAAF AND NAVY



MV OCEANOS: HELICOPTERS WORKED FOR 8

HOURS, FLEW FOR 14
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ON THE BRIDGE…



AIR AND SEA RESCUE ACTIVITY



EVERYONE OFF: 11H30
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THE RESCUE

• The NSRI helped coordinate from the Haven Hotel

• The Haven provided basic food and blankets



MV OCEANOS: 13H30, SUNDAY - GOING, …



MV OCEANOS:…, GOING…



MV OCEANOS: GONE
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WHAT THE CAPTAIN SAID…



Page 33

AFTER THE RESCUE

• Buses transported people back to East London and 
Durban

• Charterers and ships agents made arrangements for 
everyone arriving by ship

• No casualties whatsoever (…other than a few marriages)
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THE INVESTIGATION

• DoT involvement: Preliminary Enquiry

• Legal investigation

• Club and Owners

• Hull

• War Risks

• Charterers

• Passengers
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CLAIMS

• Owners v Hull

• Charterers v Owners

• Passengers
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SOME OF THE PEOPLE INVOLVED

Civil Protection
Danish Radio
Department of Foreign Affairs
Department of the Environment
Department of Transport
Haven Hotel
Hospitals
National Sea Rescue Institute
Communications Centre
P & I Associates (Pty) Ltd
Private companies and 
individuals
RCC Piraeus - (Greece)
Ships Agents (Polaris Shipping)
Civilians on the Wild Coast
Doctors

South African Airways
TFC Tours
METRO
– METRO Border
– METRO East
– METRO West
South African Police Service
South African Navy
– Naval Command Post
– 4 x Strike Craft
– 14 x Divers
– Silvermine
- Naval Bases
–South African Air Force
– MRCC Cape Town
– Air Force Command Post
– Mobile Air Operating Team
– Air Force Bases
– Air Force Squadrons 
Port Captains 
(Portnet)
– Durban
– Port Elizabeth
– East London

Coastal Radio Stations
– Durban
– East London
– Port Elizabeth
– Cape Town
Civil Aviation Airfields
– Jan Smuts Airport (now OR 
Tambo Airport - Jhb
International)
– Louis Botha Airport (then 
Durban International airport)
– East London
– Port Elizabeth
– Cape Town International
– Bloemfontein
– Umtata
South African Medical Services
– SAMS Head Office Operations
– Med Command Eastern 
Province
– Med Command Natal
– 1 Military Hospital Pretoria
South African Army
- Eastern Province Command
- Group 8 Eastern Province
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LESSONS LEARNED

• HULL SURVEY

• OBJECTIVE SAILING STANDARDS / COMMERCIAL PRESSURES

• AIS

• LAW REGARDING WHEN A MASTER MAY ABANDON SHIP?

• PEOPLE, RESOURCES, SYSTEMS, COMMITMENT

• CHOOSE YOUR CRUISE

• DON’T TRUST ANYONE WHO SAYS: “I’m going for help”



@OceanosRescue

andrew.pike@bowmanslaw.com

www.oceanosrescue.com

@Oceanos_Rescue



THANK YOU

Credit: Jesse Gillitt



Page 40

BOWMANS OFFICE CONTACTS

Cape Town

T: +27 21 480 7800

E: info-cpt@bowmanslaw.com

Durban

T: +27 31 265 0651

E: info-dbn@bowmanslaw.com

Johannesburg

T: +27 11 669 9000

E: info-jhb@bowmanslaw.com

Kampala

T: +256 41 425 4540

E: info-ug@bowmanslaw.com

Nairobi

T: +254 20 289 9000

E: info-ke@bowmanslaw.com

Follow us on

@Bowmans_Law

Bowmans

Bowmans 

www.bowmanslaw.com


