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Coverage of EL FARO



U.S. COAST GUARD 
The Search



Timeline of the Tragedy

 Tues. 09/29: 2010 El Faro departs Jacksonville with 33 POB.

 Wed. 09/30: Captain’s email to Tote

 Fri. 10/02: USCG assets search for the El Faro; no trace found.

 Sun. 10/04: USCG finds a large debris field.

 Mon. 10/05: USCG reports finding remains in survival suit. 

 Tues. 10/06: NTSB begins investigation into the sinking.

 Wed 10/07: USCG suspends  search at sunset.



Heavy Weather Forecasting

28 Sep (0500 EDT) TD Joaquin 
forecast & position

01 Oct (0500 EDT) Hurricane Joaquin 
forecast & position



Joaquin Predicted Tracks 



Routes to San Juan



Key Storm Voyage Decision Points 



Sinking of the S.S. El Faro



Tote’s Initial Response
 Response & initial actions

 Addressing immediate questions & concerns 
raised by crewmembers’ families



The Coast Guard MBI & NTSB Investigation



Engagement with Family Members



Organizing the Team

General 
Counsel

USCG NTSB
Litigation

Wrongful Death 
Claims

Litigation
Cargo Claims 



Limitation Action 
& Government Investigations



Voyage Data Recorder



Government Investigation Reports
Articulating the Cause: 
Release of the USCG & NTSB Reports



EL FARO Lessons Learned

 Focus on the families

 Assemble the Team

 Watertight Integrity

 Stability

 General ACP Issues

 Third Party Oversight



QUESTIONS 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Louis Champa -- Palm Coast, Florida
Roosevelt Clark -- Jacksonville, Florida
Sylvester Crawford Jr. -- Lawrenceville, Georgia
Michael Davidson -- Windham, Maine
Brookie Davis -- Jacksonville, Florida
Keith Griffin -- Fort Myers, Florida
Frank Hamm -- Jacksonville, Florida
Joe Hargrove -- Orange Park, Florida
Carey Hatch -- Jacksonville, Florida
Michael Holland -- North Wilton, Maine
Jack Jackson -- Jacksonville, Florida
Jackie Jones, Jr. -- Jacksonville, Florida
Lonnie Jordan -- Jacksonville, Florida
Piotr Krause -- Poland
Mitchell Kuflik -- Brooklyn, New York
Roan Lightfoot -- Jacksonville Beach, Florida
Jeffrey Mathias -- Kingston, Massachusetts

Dylan Meklin -- Rockland, Maine
Marcin Nita – Poland
Jan Podgorski – Poland
James Porter -- Jacksonville, Florida
Richard Pusatere -- Virginia Beach, Virginia
Theodore Quammie -- Jacksonville, Florida
Danielle Randolph -- Rockland, Massachusetts
Jeremie Riehm -- Camden, Delaware
Lashawn Rivera -- Jacksonville, Florida
Howard Schoenly -- Cape Coral, Florida
Steven Shultz -- Roan Mountain, Tennessee
German Solar-Cortes -- Orlando, Florida
Anthony Thomas -- Jacksonville, Florida
Andrzej Truszkowski -- Poland
Mariette Wright -- St. Augustine, Florida
Rafal Zdobych -- Poland


