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A NEW SURVEYOR

A YEAR IN THE 
LIFE OF …
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Positives and Negatives

Positives:

Increased Number of Cadets

Scrapping Frequency Increasing

ISO 8217 Being reviewed

Negatives:

Non- IACS Proliferation

Additional Clauses – Wrong Ships

Incompetence

Human Error and Fatigue

ISM / STDE
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“Pip”
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AUDIENCE QUESTION



© COPYRIGHT NOBLE DENTON 2008

Surveyors DON’T grow on trees
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Surveying Tool
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Worn Out Rudder Seals
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How DID I get here?

?



© COPYRIGHT NOBLE DENTON 2008

Why am I here?

?
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Why be a Casualty Surveyor? 

• Having an interest in why casualties happen!

• The challenge of finding out why a casualties occurred

• Ability to recommend improvements and solve problems

• A very varied and interesting job
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STARTING IN LONDON

AND GETTING TO KNOW THE 
“MARKET”
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AN ENGLISHMAN 

IN 

NEW YORK
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A FREQUENT FLYER
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AP File Photo
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CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED 

• Language difficulties on board – “Lost in Translation”

• Crew changes – no witnesses to the incident remain 
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CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED 

• Language  difficulties on board – “Lost in Translation”

• Crew changes– no witnesses to the incident remain

• Access to the crew, documents and machinery restricted

• Evidence disposed of or not preserved properly

• Our recommendations are not always taken
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CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED 

• Language  difficulties on board – “Lost in Translation”

• Crew changes– no witnesses to the incident remain

• Access to the crew, documents and machinery restricted

• Evidence disposed of or not preserved properly

• Our recommendations are not always taken

• Non original parts / no record of parts origin



© COPYRIGHT NOBLE DENTON 2008

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS
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A NEW APPROACH TO

MARINE 

CASUALTY INVESTIGATION
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ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS
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AUDIENCE QUESTIONS
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The next year 

and 

beyond
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AUDIENCE QUESTIONS
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

JOHN POULSON AND JOHN WALKER


